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Gilbert	and	Rose-Marie	Chagoury	School	of	Medicine	and	Lebanese	American

University	Medical	Center-Rizk	Hospital

Following	three	years	of	training	in	hematology	and	oncology	and	2	years	in	Leukemia	at	MD	Anderson

Cancer	Center,	 I	 have	 pursued	an	 academic	 and	 clinical	 research	 career	 in	 general	 hematology	 and

oncology	with	major	focus	hematological,	gastrointestinal	and	genitourinary	malignancies,	

During	 my	 training,	 I	 have	 developed	 a	 particular	 interest	 in	 clinical	 investigation	 and	 I	 have	 been

a	collaborator	on	many	clinical	trials	at	MDACC.	One	of	these	protocols	is	a	phase	I/II	study	evaluating

the	combination	of	a	novel	agent	Selinexor	with	the	FLT3-tyrosine	kinase	inhibitor	sorafenib	in	patients

with	 relapsed/refractory	FLT3-mutated	AML	(NCT02530476).	The	other	protocol	 is	a	phase	 II	study	of

Alemtuzumab	 or	 Tocilizumab	 in	 combination	 with	 Etoposide	 and	 Dexamethasone	 for	 the	 treatment

of	adult	patients	with	hemophagocytic	lymphohistiocytosis	(HLH)	(NCT02385110).	Through	these	novel

combinations,	 I	 hope	 to	 improve	 upon	 the	 historically	 poor	 outcomes	 of	 patients	 with

relapsed/refractory	FLT3-mutated	AML	and	a	rare	fatal	inflammatory	disease.

I	have	also	been	responsible	of	building	the	MDACC	HLH	database	and	coordinated	with	Novimmune	to

conduct	 an	 observational	 study	 in	 adults	 (NI-0501-07);	 we	 also	 collected	 cytokines	 samples	 on	HLH

patients	and	controls	for	correlation	and	translational	studies.	This	work	will	be	reported	soon.

Additionally,	 I	 have	 been	working	 on	 prospective	 collection	 of	 plasma	 samples	 from	 AML	 patients	 to

conduct	 cell-free	DNA	sequencing	 (liquid	biopsy).	This	 is	a	novel	 concept	 in	 leukemia.	This	work	has

been	partially	completed	and	results	will	be	reported	soon.	I	am	also	conducting	a	systematic	review	and

built	a	large	database	on	the	role	of	next	generation	sequencing	in	AML	at	MD	Anderson	over	the	last	5

years,	 with	 focus	 on	 how	 understanding	 genetic	 diversity	 and	 uncovering	 actionable	mutations	 have

dictated	targeted	therapy	and	enrollment	in	clinical	trials	at	our	institution.	This	project	was	accepted	as

a	major	oral	presentation	at	ASCO	2018,	as	part	of	clinical	science	symposium,	and	was	granted	 the

Sherwin	Family	Endowed	award	for	the	first	three	best	abstracts	of	ASCO.

I	 have	 also	 developed	 a	 special	 interest	 in	 immunology	 and	 immunotherapy	 over	 the	 course	 of	 my

training.	 I	 have	 been	 fortunate	 to	work	with	Nobel	Prize	 Laureate	Dr	 Jim	Allison	 on	 his	 platform	and

presented	 an	 oral	 abstract	 at	 the	 American	 Society	 of	 Hematology	 meeting	 on	 the	 frontline	 use	 of

immunotherapy	 in	 AML.	 Furthermore,	 I	 have	 authored	 and	 co-authored	 a	 number	 of	 publications

including	original	articles	in	the	field	of	hematology	and	medical	oncology.
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Education

09-2004	-	07-2010 Lebanese	University,	Faculty	of	Medical	Sciences,	Beirut,	Lebanon
MD,	Clinical	Medicine

07-2010	-	06-2013 Lebanese	University,	Faculty	of	Medical	Sciences,	Beirut,	Lebanon
Residency	in	Internal	Medicine

06-2013	-	06-2016 American	University	of	Beirut	Medical	Center,	Beirut,	Lebanon
Hematology	and	Oncology	Fellowship

07-2016	-	07-2018 The	University	of	Texas	MD	Anderson	Cancer	Center,	Houston,	TX
Leukemia	Fellowship

Honors	and	Awards
2018 The	Kimberley	Patterson	Endowed	Fellowship	in	Leukemia	Research,	UT	MDACC

2018 Best	Leukemia	Fellow	at	MD	Anderson	Cancer	Center

2018 Abstract	Achievement	Award,	American	Society	of	Clinical	Oncology	(ASCO)

2018 Sherwin	Family	Endowed	Award	of	ASCO	(given	to	the	three	highest	ranking	abstracts)

2017 Abstract	Achievement	Award,	American	Society	of	Hematology

2017 Abstract	Achievement	Award,	American	Society	of	Clinical	Oncology	(ASCO)

2014 Award	to	attend	the	GAP-International	MD	Anderson	meeting	in	Seoul-	Oral	presentation

Other	Experience	and	Professional	Memberships

2013	-	present Member,	American	Society	of	Clinical	Oncology	(ASCO)

2013	-	present Member,	American	Society	of	Hematology	(ASH)

2013	-	present Member,	Society	of	Hematological	Oncology	(SOHO)

2016	-	2018 Member,	Medication	Safety	Committee	at	MD	Anderson	Cancer	Center

03-2019	-	present Member	of	the	Internal	Medicine	university	and	hospital	committees	for	curriculum	review	and

accreditation

11-2019	-	present Oncology	Drug	development	and	Innovative	Strategies	in	Clinical	Trials	“OncoDIStinCT"

Research	Network
Member	and	Middle	East	representative
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